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The writer seems to have treated his subject from well-nigh every 
point of view, as it is seen in history, tradition, legend, and supersti- 
tion ; in archaeology, mythology, theology, art, and nature ; among 
pagans, Jews, and Christians, all the way from the cross in the hiero- 
glyphics in Egypt to the Good-Friday cross buns in England. 

The brief and popular treatise by Biittgenbach repeats the familiar 
story of the discovery of the cross by Helena; traces its liturgical, sym- 
bolical, and devotional place in the Christian church ; describes altar, 
processional, pectoral, and wayside crosses ; gives examples of its use 
in art and poetry, and points out the misuse to which it has been put 
through superstition. Eri b Hulbekt . 

The University of Chicago. 



Kreuz und Grab Jesu. Kritische Untersuchung der Berichte 
uber die Kreuzauffindung. Von Dr. Eduard Maria Clos, 
Pfarrer und Dekan. Kempten : Verlag der Jos. Kosel'- 
schen Buchhandlung, 1898. Pp. vi 4-644. M. 8. 

This book, from the pen of a Roman Catholic priest, was written to 
defend a proposition which all Protestants and many Roman Catholics 
will refuse to believe, or even to consider worth discussion. The proposi- 
tion is that the visions of Katharina Emmerich were divine revelations 
designed by God to give his people many details which the Bible 
omits. In these visions Katharina Emmerich looked back on all the 
course of sacred history and studied its scenes and characters minutely. 
She was also accustomed to write down what she saw. Thus her pub- 
lished writings contain descriptions of persons, of actions, of dress, of 
buildings, of landscapes, mentioned in the Bible, and of a thousand other 
things about which the devout Christian may reasonably be curious. 

She often saw the crucifixion and burial of Christ, and she con- 
templated the crucifixion with such entire concentration of thought, 
and such excess of emotion, that she became one of the stigmatists of 
the Roman Catholic church, and the figure of the cross frequently 
appeared upon her breast in an exudation of blood. She also counted 
the paces which separated the cross of Christ from his sepulcher. Her 
statements concerning the form of the cross and the distance between 
the cross and the sepulcher differ widely from those of ecclesiastical 
tradition, and the discrepancy occasioned this book. 

The cross was in the form of the letter Y, except that the stem 
extended upward between the oblique arms. She saw it innumerable 
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times, and always in this form, and in this form it was always imprinted 
on her breast. But the Romans had no such cross. The defender of 
the visions, therefore, must attempt to show that the Jews crucified cer- 
tain classes of criminals, that the Jewish cross was of the form seen 
by the stigmatist, and that our Lord was crucified by the Jews, rather 
than by the Romans. 

Again, ecclesiastical tradition places both Golgotha and the sepul- 
cher in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. But the distance which 
separates them in the visions of Katharina Emmerich is too great for 
this limited space. Hence the defender of the visions is compelled to 
show that either the one or the other is wrongly placed in the church. 
Accordingly he attempts to prove that, while the sepulcher is genuine, 
it has been cut out of the cliff of which it originally formed a part and 
removed to its present position. 

It will be observed that the theories of the author regarding both 
the cross and the tomb are hazardous in the extreme. It would scarcely 
be worth my while to state them, were it not for the fact that his effort 
to defend them, and thus to defend the visions of one whom he holds 
to have been a saint divinely inspired, has resulted in a book in some 
respects quite remarkable. He seems to have gathered, through long 
years of study on this one theme, all the testimony which can cast any 
light upon it, and the reader, though caring nothing for the visions 
which interest the author so greatly, will be thankful for a study of the 
cross and the sepulcher of Christ at once novel, able, and exhaustive. 

Franklin Johnson. 

The University of Chicago. 

The Lausiac History of Palladius. A Critical Discussion 
together with Notes on Early Egyptian Monachism. By 
Dom Cuthbert Butler. Cambridge : University Press ; 
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1898. Pp. xiv+298, 8vo. 
(Texts and Studies, Contributions to Biblical and Patristic 
Literature, ed. by J. Armitage Robinson, Vol. VI, No. 1.) 
$2.50. 

Palladius und Rufinus. Ein Beitrag zur Quellenkunde des 

altesten Monchthums. Von Erwin Preuschen. Giessen: 

J. Ricker'sche Buchhandlung, 1897. Pp. viii -f 268, 8vo. 

M. 12. 

Both of these works are intended as critical introductions to the 

history of the origins of monasticism, and both concern two of the 



